
Y6 Therapy

GPS
GPS 1b. Can understand the grammatical function of verbs



Teacher Notes

In this therapy, reference is made to the GPS recall cards available on the PrimaryWise 
website.  



Vocabulary: Shades of meaning

Put these verbs in order according to their speed.

meander

bolt

will

sprint

waddle



doing

What is a verb?

The dog chased his own tail.

Michelle is 13 years old. 

I enjoy reading non-fiction books.

The dog chasedhis own tail.

Michelle is 13 years old. 

I enjoy reading non-fiction books.

A verb is a doingor beingword. It tells us about the actions performed 
by a noun or pronoun. 

being

doing



Past, present, future tense

Verbs change according to thetenseof a sentence (whether 
the events described occurred in the past, are happening in 
the present or will take place in the future):

Past Tense: I walkedto the park.

Present Tense: I walkto the park. 

Future Tense: I will walk to the park.

These sentences are all in the simpletense.



Your turn

Look at the 

recall card.

Can you create 

your own 

definition of a 

verb?



Check your answer



Regular and irregular past tense

Regular verbs simply add ed to 
the base form of the verb to 

create the past tense e.g. 

Present- jump 
Past- jumped 

Irregular verbs form the past 
tense by changing the spelling of 

the verb itself e.g.

Present - eat
Past - ate



Verb forms

There are three main verb forms which indicate time and tense.

1.     Simple Tense
2.     Perfect Tense
3.     Progressive Tense 



Simple tense 

Simple past tense is used when the action has already happened   

e.g. I laughed, we cried, he jumped. 

Simple present tense is used when the action is happening now    

e.g. I laugh, we cry, he jumps.

Simple future tense is used when the action is going to happen    

e.g. I will laugh, we will cry, he will jump.

If we want to use verbs in the future tense we use an auxiliary verbςwill



Your turn

Complete the sentences using appropriate simplepast, present or future tense verbs.

1) The old lady ______ on the ice on the pavement. (past)

2) The dog was very hungry and _______ its food as quickly as possible. (past)

3) My mum _______ into the air whenever she sees a spider on the wall. (present)

пύ ¢ƘŜ ƘŀƛǊŘǊŜǎǎŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘȅƭŜ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŘŜΩǎ ƘŀƛǊ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ψψψ ψψψψψψψ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƻƴ 

her special day. (future) 



Check your answers

Complete the sentences using appropriate simplepast, present or future tense verbs.

1) The old lady slippedon the ice on the pavement. (past)

2) The dog was very hungry and ate its food as quickly as possible. (past)

3) My mum jumps into the air whenever she sees a spider on the wall. (present)

пύ ¢ƘŜ ƘŀƛǊŘǊŜǎǎŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘȅƭŜ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŘŜΩǎ ƘŀƛǊ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ will look wonderful on her 

special day. (future) 



Perfect tense 

Perfect past tense is used when the action has already happened    

e.g. I had eaten; They had waited.

Perfect present tense is used when the action is happening now    

e.g. I have eaten; They have been warned.

Perfect future tense is used when the action is going to happen    

e.g. I will have eaten; He will have finished his homework.

The perfect tense tells us that an action was completed at some point in the past or 
that the action extends to the present. 



Perfect past tense 

I hadfinishedreading my book, so I returned it to the library. 

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨƘŀŘΩ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
the action has been 

completed in the past. 

¢ƘŜ ǎǳŦŦƛȄ Ψ-edΩ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
the action is complete.

¢ƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘŜƴǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨƘŀŘΩ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀ 
past tense verb. 



Perfect present tense 

I havefinishedreading my book, so I will return it to the library. 

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨƘŀǾŜΩ ǎƘƻǿǎ 
that the action is now 

complete. 

¢ƘŜ ǎǳŦŦƛȄ Ψ-edΩ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
the action is complete.

¢ƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘŜƴǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨƘŀǾŜΩ ƻǊ ΨƘŀǎΩ 
followed by a past tense verb. 



Perfect future tense 

I  will havefinishedreading my book, so I will return it to the 
library. 

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ Ψǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜΩ 
shows that the completed 
action is in the future, and 
ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ȅŜǘΗ

¢ƘŜ ǎǳŦŦƛȄ Ψ-ŜŘΩ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
the action is complete. 

¢ƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǘŜƴǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ Ψǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜΩ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ 
by a past tense verb. 



Complete the sentences using appropriate perfect past, present or future tense 
verbs. 

The simple verb form has been given to help you.

1) I ____ _____ a new car because my current car is too old to repair. 

(Present perfect tense: to buy)

2) The weeds ___ _____ _____  from the garden before he planted the flowers. 

(Past perfect tense: to clear)

Your turn



Your turn

Complete the sentences using appropriate perfect past, present or future tense 
verbs. 

The simple verb form has been given to help you.

3) They ___ _____ for two hours before they realised it was the wrong way. 

(Past perfect tense: to walk)

4) I _____ _____ ______ in this school for seven years when I leave in July. 

(Future perfect tense: to be)



Check your answers

1) Ihave bought a new car because my current car is too old to repair. 

(Present perfect tense)

2) The weeds had been cleared from the garden before he planted the flowers. 

(Past perfect tense)

3) Theyhad walked for two hours before they realised it was the wrong way. 

(Past perfect tense)

4) I will have been in this school for seven years when I leave in July. 

(Future perfect tense)



Progressive tense 

Progressive past tense is used when the action has already happened  

e.g. I was eating.

Progressive present tense is used when the action is happening now   

e.g. I am eating.

Progressive future tense is used when the action is going to happen 

e.g. I will be eating.

The progressive tensetells us that an action was (past), is (present) or will be 
(future) continuing.



Past progressive tense 

The lava wasbubbling from within the volcano. 

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨǿŀǎΩ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
the action has already 

happened.

¢ƘŜ Ψ-ingΩ ǾŜǊō ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
the action was ongoing.

¢ƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǘŜƴǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨǿŀǎΩ ƻǊ ΨǿŜǊŜΩ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ 
ŀ ǾŜǊō ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŦŦƛȄ Ψ-ingΩΦ 



Present progressive tense 

The lava is bubbling from within the volcano. 

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨƛǎΩ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
the action is currently 

happening.

¢ƘŜ Ψ-ingΩ ǾŜǊō ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
the action was ongoing.

¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǘŜƴǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨƛǎΩ ƻǊ ΨŀǊŜΩ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀ 
ǾŜǊō ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŦŦƛȄ Ψ-ingΩΦ 



Future progressive tense 

The lava will be bubbling from within the volcano. 

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ Ψǿƛƭƭ ōŜΩ ǎƘƻǿ 
that the action is going to 

happen in the future.

¢ƘŜ Ψ-ingΩ ǾŜǊō ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
the action was ongoing.

¢ƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǘŜƴǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ Ψǿƛƭƭ ōŜΩ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀ 
ǾŜǊō ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŦŦƛȄ Ψ-ingΩΦ 



Your turn

Complete the sentences using appropriateprogressivepast, present or future 
tense verbs. The simple verb has been given to help you.

1) I ___ ____ the rubbish from the garden so that my family can enjoy a 

barbecue. (Present progressive tense: to clear)

2) They ______ ______ across the lake when their boat was caught in a storm. 

(Past progressive tense: to sail)



Your turn

Complete the sentences using appropriateprogressivepast, present or future 
tense verbs. The simple verb has been given to help you.

3) He ___ ___ on his computer while his mum was cooking dinner. 

(Past progressive tense: to play)

пύ L ψψψ ψψ ψψψψ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ LΩƳ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

dark. (Future progressive tense: to take) 



Check your answers

1) I amclearingthe rubbish from the garden so that my family can enjoy a 

barbecue. (Present progressive tense)

2) Theyweresailingacross the lake when their boat was caught in a storm. 

(Past progressive tense)

3) He wasplayingon his computer while his mum was cooking dinner. 

(Past progressive tense)

4) I will betakingǘƘŜ ŘƻƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ LΩƳ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪΦ 

(Future progressive tense) 



Perfect progressive tense 

Perfect past tense is used when the action has already happened    

e.g. I had been eating, They had been waiting.

Perfect present tense is used when the action is happening now    

e.g. I have been eating, They have been waiting.

Perfect future tense is used when the action is going to happen    

e.g. I will have been eating, He will have been finishing.

The perfect progressive tense tells us that an on-going or continuous action was 
completed at some point in the past or that the action extends to the present. 



I hadbeenpractising my spellings all evening.

Past perfect progressive tense 

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ΨƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴΩ ǎƘƻǿ 
that the action has been 
completed in the past. 

¢ƘŜ ǎǳŦŦƛȄ Ψ-ingΩ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
the action was ongoing.

¢ƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǘŜƴǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ΨƘŀŘ 
ōŜŜƴΩ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ Ψ-ingΩ ǾŜǊōΦ



Present perfect progressive present tense 

I havebeenpractising my spellings all evening.

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ΨƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴΩ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
action started in the past. Either they 
are still happening, or they have just 

been completed. 

¢ƘŜ ǎǳŦŦƛȄ Ψ-ingΩ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
the action is ongoing.

¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǘŜƴǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ΨƘŀǾŜ 
ōŜŜƴΩ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ Ψ-ingΩ ǾŜǊōΦ



Future perfect progressive tense 

I will havebeenpractising my spellings all evening.

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ Ψǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴΩ 
show that the action will 

happen in the future. 

¢ƘŜ ǎǳŦŦƛȄ Ψ-ingΩ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
the action is ongoing.

¢ƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘŜƴǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ Ψǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴΩ 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ Ψ-ingΩ ǾŜǊōΦ



Your turn

Complete the sentences using appropriate perfect progressive past, present or 
future tense verbs. The simple verb form has been given to help you.

1) I ____ _____ ______whether to read a fiction or non-fiction book next.

(Present perfect progressive tense: to consider)

2) The teacher _____ _____ ______the homework after school. 

(Past perfect progressive tense: to mark)

3) When they arrive, they _____ ______ _____ _____ for three hours. 

(Future perfect progressive tense: to travel)



Check your answers

1) I have been considering whether to read a fiction or non-fiction book next.

(Present perfect progressive tense)

2) The teacher had been marking the homework after school. 

(Past perfect progressive tense)

3) When they arrive, they will have been travelling for three hours. 

(Future perfect progressive tense)



12 Tenses 

Simple Progressive Perfect Perfect Progressive

Present I dance. I am dancing. I have 
danced.

I have been 
dancing.

Past I danced. I was dancing. I had 
danced.

I had been dancing.

Future I will dance. I will be 
dancing.

I will have 
danced.

I will have been 
dancing.



Your turn

Simple Progressive Perfect Perfect Progressive

Present I ___. _ __ _____. I have 
eaten.

I have ____ _____.

Past I ___. I was eating. _ ___ 
______.

I had been eating.

Future I will eat. _ ___ __ 
________.

_ ___ ____ 
_______.

__ ___ _____ 
_____ ______.

Fill in the missing words to complete the sentences on the table:



Check your answers

Simple Progressive Perfect Perfect Progressive

Present I eat. I am eating. I have 
eaten.

I have been eating.

Past I ate. I was eating. I had 
eaten.

I had been eating.

Future I will eat. I will be eating. I will have 
eaten.

I will have been 
eating.



Auxiliary verb

!ƴ ŀǳȄƛƭƛŀǊȅ ǾŜǊō ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǾŜǊōǎ ǘƻ ΨƘŜƭǇΩ 
complete the tense or voice that they are written in. 

Auxiliary verbs

may   might     must

be     being   been

am  are  is  was were

do does   did

should  could  would can shall

have    had   has  will



Auxiliary verbs

How have the auxiliary verbs in red affected the tense of these sentences?

John will be washingthe dishes later. 

I had eaten too much chocolate.

They were walking to school in the rain.    

FUTURE

PAST

PAST



Modal verbs

Modal verbs are used to express ideas such as permission, ability, 
doubt, certainty, obligation, advice, possibility and probability.

They express the mood or attitude of the speaker to what is being 
said. Modal verbs are used together with the base form of another 

verb e.g. I might skate.



Modal verbs

άL canice-ǎƪŀǘŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ [ǳŎȅΦ  
This means Lucy is certain that she has the ability to ice-

skate.

άL might ice-ǎƪŀǘŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ [ǳŎȅΦ
This means Lucy there is a possibility she will ice-skate.

άL will ice-ǎƪŀǘŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ [ǳŎȅΦ
This means Lucy is certain she is going to ice-skate.



Your turn

Underline the modal verb in each sentence:

1. It might rain today.

2. Could you pass me a pencil?

оΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǘǊŀȅΦ 

4. It must be cold outside.



Check your answers

Underline the modal verb in each sentence:

1. It might rain today.

2. Couldyou pass me a pencil?

3. There ƛǎƴΩǘenough space in my tray. 

4. It mustbe cold outside.



Look at the 

recall card.

Can you create 

your own 

definition of a 

modal verb?

Your turn



Check your answer



Recap

Verbs are doing or being words and can be used to describe the past, present 
or future.


